Seminal Period Integration in Chapter IV of The Discarded Image
Brief History
To help his reader put things in perspective, Lewis mentions four important dates in the Late Classical period. These remind us that Christianity went from being an illegal, often persecuted religion in the Roman Empire to a legal and imperial –sanctioned faith to the official and sole public religion of the Empire.

324—Emperor Constantine the Great urges Romans to become Christians.[In 313, the Edict of Milan had decriminalized Christianity in the Roman Empire]
331-333-Emperor Julian the Apostate’s attempt at returning to paganism [During Julian’s brief reign, Christians were forced out of public education; this gave rise to numerous Christian replacement texts and the rise of a native classical Christian literature.]
384—Symmachus urges the Altar of Victory (an important traditional pagan symbol) being returned to the Senate House

390—The Emperor Theodosius declares pagan worship illegal.

The Conflict and Influence of the Old and New Religions
· Despite numerous differences, both groups were educated in the same circles and therefore read the same classic texts, learned the same languages, were trained in the same rhetoric.
· Late classical paganism was more like Christianity than most Moderns want to admit; both were heavily mystical, world-denying, philosophical, and prided themselves on ethical living. Both were also subject to hypocrisy, rioting, and displays of wealth and culture.

· As a result, Christian and pagan writing could sound alike to modern ears, especially when dealing with common philosophical ideas.

	Writer
	Key Ideas
	Influence on Medieval Period

	Chalcidius

(ca. 325-400)
	Wrote a free commentary on Plato’s Timaeus. As a philosophical commentary, it has a mixture of elements that are pagan and Christian. At points he writes more like a pagan in regard to views of matter, the heavens, and scriptural inspiration. He treats daemons as pagan gods or spirits and not as demons.
The purpose of sight is to see the stellar dance, while hearing is to catch the celestial music.  We are “creatures of the Margin.”

The planets do influence material life, and there is a triadic pattern that corresponds between the ideal polity, society, the heavens, and the human person. In particular honor and chivalry mediate between the reason and the desires.
	He transmitted the ideas and character of Plato to the medieval period. He treated Plato as a noble monotheist who held that God created the cosmos and who received revelatory dreams. 
The 12th-century School of Chartres in particular borrowed a number of images from Chalcidius.

	Macrobius

(late 4th-early 5th century)
	Wrote a commentary on Cicero’s Dream of Scipio and was friends with Symmachus. Repeats the geography of Five Zones, the idea of the four elements: aether (fire), air, water, earth. He holds that there are five species of dreams: allegory, pre-vision, oracles, insomnias, and waking visions. He also explores what elements are appropriate for Christians; stresses the difference between the neo-Platonic triad (nous, anima, mens) and the Christian Trinity. He also explores the four cardinal (or natural) virtues and their political and contemplative forms.
	He transmits these aspects of Cicero to the medieval period. Dante’s Paradisio borrows certain images from Macrobius. His divisions help establish patterns of thought concerning levels in heavenly thought and levels in the afterlife. 

	(Pseudo-)
Dionysius

(no later than 533)
	Transmitted the idea that the angels were arranged in a celestial hierarchy of nine levels: 1st (seraphim, cherubim, thrones); 2nd (dominations, powers, virtues); and the 3rd (princes, archangels, and angels). Divine Splendor works through intermediaries.
The celestial hierarchy should be mirrored by a terrestrial hierarchy. Lewis stresses that we imagine the medieval universe poorly unless we can imagine human beings at the bottom of a stair leading up into light.
	His four books communicated negative theology and mysticism to the medieval period, e.g his influence is clearly present in The Cloud of Unknowing.

	Boethius

(480-524)
	His Consolation of Philosophy took a philosophical approach to pondering the meaning of suffering and nature of the Eternal God as outside of time. Boethius ponders the notion of Fortuna, the seeming irregularity in the world of humans and difficulty it causes them. Only in trusting in the justice and goodness of Providence can we see beyond our own temporal failure and suffering.
	His Consolation of Philosophy, along with Dionysius, was one of the most influential texts on the following centuries.


